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Central Virginia Governor’s School 
Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017, 1:00 pm 

This meeting of the Governing Board of the Central Virginia Governor’s School for Science and 

Technology (CVGS) was held in the Conference Room of the Governor’s School. 

Governing Board members in attendance included Jennifer Cumby (Amherst County Public 

Schools), Greg Smith (Appomattox County Public Schools), John Hicks (Bedford County Public 

Schools), Roger Akers (Campbell County Public Schools), and Charleta Mason (Lynchburg City 

Schools). 

Others in attendance were Brendon Albôn (Amherst County Public Schools), Annette Bennett 

(Appomattox County Public Schools), Sara Danaher (Bedford County Public Schools), Bobby 

Johnson (Campbell County Public Schools), James Rinella (Campbell County Public Schools), 

Heather Boyles (Lynchburg City Schools), Steve Smith (CVGS), and Kim McMillan (CVGS). 

1. Call to order

Mr. Akers called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.

2. Approval of meeting agenda

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the agenda; Ms. Cumby seconded the motion, and it

was approved by the Board.

3. Recommendation for approval of the minutes of the September 6, 2017, meeting

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Mason seconded the motion, and it

was approved by the Board.

4. Review of monthly financial report

While a current finance report was not available due to a change in the software used by the

Lynchburg City Schools’ finance department, Dr. Smith indicated that all revenue and

expenditures were in alignment with projections at this time.

Dr. Smith noted that some revenue was outstanding in the tuition line item.

Dr. Smith also noted that the tuition expense line will likely be overspent due primarily to an

increase in the charge per credit hour from the Central Virginia Community College and an

increase in the number of students taking dual enrollment math at the Governor’s School.

Dr. Smith reminded the Board that the Leases & Rentals line, with a balance of $43,000, is

the rent due to the Lynchburg City Schools, and those funds will be transferred this summer.

5. Job posting update

A. Ten applications were received.  However, not all applicants met the qualifications

required.
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B. Four candidates were selected for interviews to take place the week of January 15.

Two of the candidates are working on completing the coursework needed to be

qualified to teach dual enrollment math by the first day of the 2018-19 academic year.

C. Each candidate selected as a finalist will be asked to provide a sample lesson the

week of February 5.

6. CVGS selection process for 2018-19

A. Dr. Smith is in the process of visiting all ten high schools to give a presentation about

the Governor’s School to prospective students.  Dr. Smith expressed his appreciation

for the work that the guidance counselors do to ensure that elibible students attend

these promotional visits.  Dr. Douglass has attended many of these visits as well.

B. CVGS will host two Program Overview Nights for prospective students and their

families

i. January 17 for Amherst, Appomattox, and Bedford Counties at 7 pm

ii. January 23 for Campbell County and Lynchburg City Schools at 7 pm

7. Middle school visits

Approximately 25 students from each middle school are invited to come and tour the

Governor’s School.  These tours are led by CVGS student ambassadors who apply for that

position and who are selected by the faculty.

8. Internship update

A. Dr. Douglass is coordinating 70 student internship placements.  The 12-week

internship experience is part of the research course for the juniors at the Governor’s

School.

B. The orientation for all 32 Centra interns will be at Lynchburg General Hospital on

Wednesday, January 10.

C. Internships will begin on Friday, February 16, 2018, and end on

Friday, May 18.

9. Items of information

A. Recent Events

i. All CVGS seniors participated in the Engineering Bridge Project testing on

Friday, September 15.  Groups created proposals including the following

items: blue prints, conceptual drawings, calculations for tension and

compression forces, cost estimates, and environmental considerations.

Bridges were then constructed, and all bridges were tested using the Vernier

Materials and Structure Testing Apparatus.  The testing data were used by

students for post analysis of their bridge designs.  The winning group

included: Julia Bucholz, Amber Li, and Logan Sheppard (Jefferson Forest

High School); and Josh McMillan and Anna Reynolds (Brookville High

School).

ii. On September 15 Ms. Coghill accompanied three students to the University of

Virginia to learn skills necessary for their research projects.

iii. The Foundation Board met on Wednesday, September 20.
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iv. Mrs. Douglass attended a conference at Liberty University for science

educators on September 21.

v. The Governor’s School was open on three Saturdays: September 23,

October 21, and November 18, for those students who wanted extra help or

additional lab time.

vi. On Friday, October 13, Dr. Jones accompanied four students to the University

of Virginia to meet with astronomers who are mentoring the students’

research projects.

vii. Parent teacher conferences were held on Tuesday, October 17 and

Wednesday, October 25.  As a side note, if a student is earning a C or lower,

the student’s instructor makes a parent contact prior to conferences.

viii. The School Advisory Board met on Wednesday, October 18.

ix. The Human Anatomy & Physiology class visited the cadaver lab at

Lynchburg College on November 14.

x. All juniors participated in the egg drop competition on

Thursday, November 16.  The winning project was created by Nathan Stanley

(Amherst High School) and Claire Podosek (EC Glass High School).

xi. Autumn Smith (Rustburg High School) received a full scholarship to

Washington & Lee.

B. Upcoming Events

i. Several students will be traveling to the University of Virginia on

Friday, December 8.  They will be using the wind tunnel as part of their

research projects.

ii. The Governor’s School will be open on two Saturdays: December 9 and

December 16, for those students who want extra help or additional lab time.

iii. Math exams will be held on Friday, December 15, and science exams will be

on Monday, December 18.

iv. The Industrial Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, January 10 at noon.

C. David Wells, a 1989 CVGS and Broookville graduate, would like to endow a

scholarship in his mom’s name, the Ann C. Wells Memorial Scholarship for the

Advancement of STEM Fields.  The $10,000 award will be given to one male and

one female each year and is renewable for three additional years.  The CVGS faculty

will select the recipients, and there will be both a financial need and an academic

component.  Mr. Wells will be at the Governor’s School for a special media release

on January 30 at 2 pm.  All Board members are invited to attend.

D. A question was brought up concerning Spring Break for the 2018-19 school year.

Bedford County has already approved a calendar with a spring break of April 15-19

which is the week before Easter rather than after.

E. As this was Mr. Roger Akers last meeting, Dr. Smith thanked him for his ten years of

service to the Governor’s School.  Ms. Mason will become the interim chairperson

for the remainder of the 2017-18 academic year.

10. Items from the Board

As there were no further items from the Board, Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn and go

into closed session at 1:25 pm.; Ms. Cumby seconded the motion, and it was approved by the

Board.
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11. Closed session to discuss personnel matters and employee compensation

The voting members of the Governing Board, the Superintendent-in-Charge, and the Director

went into a closed session to discuss personnel matters and employee compensation as

approved by the Code of Va., §2.2-3711 Closed meetings authorized for certain limited

purposes.  The Board reconvened in open session to verify only those matters noted above

were discussed in the closed session.  The Board took a voice vote to verify the closed

meeting.

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the personnel report discussed in closed session; 

Ms. Mason seconded the motion, and it was approved by the Board. 

Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn at 1:47 pm.; Ms. Mason seconded the motion, and it 

was approved by the Board. 

Next Governing Board meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 7, 2018, at 1:00 pm. 
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