
Central Virginia Governor's School Foundation 

Spring Business Meeting Minutes 

April 11, 2018 

This meeting of the Foundation Board of the Central Virginia Governor’s School for 

Science and Technology (CVGS) was held in Room 106 of the Governor’s School. 

Foundation Board members in attendance included: Peter Dorman, John Hall, Mecole 

Ingram, Christine Marraccini, John Precious, Steve Smith, Donna Stuart, Kim Tibbs, and 

Teresa Weinmeister. 

Others in attendance were Scott Douglass, CVGS Assistant Director, and Kimberly 

McMillan, CVGS Program Coordinator. 

1. Welcome and Call to Order

Dr. Smith, President/CEO of the Foundation, called the meeting to order at 12:06 pm.

Dr. Smith welcomed the group and thanked them for their attendance.

2. Recognition of Foundation Board Members

The Board recognized those members who completed their term of service this

spring:

Scott Nagley, CVGS Parent (first term) 

Donna Stuart, CVGS Parent (second consecutive term) 

Kim Tibbs, CVGS graduate (first term) 

Dr. Smith reminded the group that Board members serve three-year terms, and the 

Foundation Board bylaws restrict members to two consecutive terms.  Dr. Smith 

asked those members completing their first term to consider serving a second term 

and to please notify him if there were not willing to do so. 

3. Approval of Meeting Agenda

Mr. Hall made a motion to approve the agenda; Ms. Weinmeister seconded the

motion, and it was approved by the Board.

4. Approval of Minutes of the September 20, 2017, Meeting

Ms. Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes; Dr. Dorman seconded the motion,

and it was approved by the Board.

5. Finance Report

A. Account Balances (March 31 Snapshot)

March 31, 2017 March 31, 2018 

105,360.14 $    158,977.68 $     

644,506.54 $    723,923.72 $     

7,620.74 $        N/A 

Ann C. Wells Memorial Scholarship N/A 975,696.06 $     

757,487.42 $    1,858,597.46 $   

ETF 

Opportunities 

Money Market 

Total 
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Dr. Smith noted that the large change in balances was due mostly to the additional 

funds for the Ann C. Wells Memorial Scholarship.  Sixteen applications were 

received for this scholarship.  The original intent was to select and interview 

about six finalists.  However, after reading the application essays, the committee 

decided to request more information from the finalists on paper, hoping to avoid 

possible emotional stress related to discussing financial challenges in an interview 

format.  Additionally, the committee requested that each finalist submit the 

financial aid award letter from his or her college or university.  The faculty will 

select one female and one male, each of whom will receive a check for $10,000 to 

use for tuition, room and board, or other approved educational expenses.  The 

hope is to be able to give this money directly to the students, and Dr. Smith is 

waiting for a response from the accountant indicating if that is permitted.  

Notification letters will be sent prior to the recognition reception, and the winners 

will be announced publically at that event.  Dr. Smith also noted that the 

remaining $600,000 to fully endow this scholarship should arrive by the end of 

the week.  

B. Fund Raising to Date (July 1–present)

C. The Foundation funds a total of seven scholarships each year, three $1,000

Foundation Scholarships, two $10,000 Ann C. Wells Memorial Scholarships, and

two $750 scholarships named in memory of CVGS students that have passed

away, the Brandi Nichols Leadership Award and the Larbie Mensah Memorial

Scholarship.  The funds for these scholarships are accounted for within the two

annual disbursements from the Foundation; a specific disbursement from the Ann

C. Wells fund covers those scholarships, and the rest come from the annual

disbursement from the combined Foundation managed and ETF funds.  Dr. Smith

proposed an increase to the Brandi Nichols and the Larbie Mensah scholarship

from $750 to $1,000 each.

Mr. Hall made a motion to increase the Brandi Nichols and the Larbie Mensah 

scholarships to $1,000 each starting with this year’s recipients; Ms. Weinmeister 

seconded the motion, and it was approved by the Board. 

FY17 FY18

Parents/Friends 20,813.15$     22,071.90$  

Corporate Matching 744.25$    2,289.96$  

Total Parent Campaign 21,557.40$     24,361.86$  

Alumni 11,417.00$     1,010,514.95$ 

Corporate Matching -$  550.00$  

Total Alumni Giving 11,417.00$     1,011,064.95$ 

Corporate 23,750.00$     11,050.00$  

Total To Date Donations 56,724.40$     1,046,476.81$ 
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Ms. Ingram, a member of the scholarship committee, proposed to the Board that 

the number of Foundation Scholarships awarded be flexible each year, depending 

on the number of applicants.  The committee received 12 applicants this year, and 

it was a difficult task to only award three scholarships.  This will be an agenda 

item for the fall 2018 meeting.   

6. Committee Reports

A. Scholarship Committee

The Foundation Scholarship Committee has members from both the Foundation

Board and the Industrial Advisory Board.  Members of the Scholarship

Committee will meet on Friday, April 13, 2018, to select finalists to be

interviewed on April 27, 2018.

B. Finance Committee

The Finance Committee will meet on June 13, 2018, to discuss any possible

changes to the fund allocations.

7. Opportunities for Board Members

A. The CVGS research symposium is scheduled for April 25, 2018, beginning at

7 pm.  Each junior will have the opportunity to give a ten-minute presentation of

his or her research.  Board members are invited to attend and provide feedback to

our researchers.

B. CVGS Recognition Reception (May 6, 2-4 pm)

Location: Heritage High School Auditorium

i. Announcing Foundation Scholarships – Ms. Weinmeister and Dr. Dorman

volunteered for this opportunity.

ii. Announcing Alumni Book Award – Mr. Anderson volunteered by email for

this opportunity.

C. Senior Science Scenario Presentations (May 15-16: 7:30 – 10:15 am)

Location: Lynchburg College Schewel Hall, Sydnor Performance Center

8. Updates from the Director

A. Student Trips & Special Activities

i. The Human Anatomy & Physiology class visited the Lynchburg College

cadaver lab in October and November.

ii. The Human Anatomy & Physiology class participated in a global issues

collaboration with a school in Mexico City.

iii. All physics students participated in a design & build global collaboration

with students in Japan and Honduras.

B. Science Fair & Symposium News

i. The Central Virginia Science Fair was held on March 3, 2018, at Central

Virginia Community College.  Fifteen CVGS students qualified for the

state science fair, and two CVGS students qualified for the international

science fair in Pittsburgh in May.

ii. Ms. Coghill took six students to the Virginia Junior Science and

Humanities Symposium at James Madison University on

March 15-16, 2018.  Four students received awards, and two students were

selected to attend the National Symposium in May.

Approved 09/18/18



iii. The state science fair will be held April 13-14, 2018, at the Roanoke Civic

Center.

iv. The National Junior Science and Humanities Symposium will be in

Baltimore, MD on May 4-5, 2018.  This is the first year that CVGS has

students selected to attend this event.  Ms. Coghill will attend with two

CVGS students.

v. The International Science and Engineering Fair will be May 13-18, 2018,

in Pittsburg, PA.  Dr. Smith will attend this fair with two CVGS students.

vi. The Virginia Junior Academy of Science (VJAS) is scheduled for May 22-

24 on the campus of Longwood University.  Ms. Coghill and Dr. Douglass

will take the 59 selected CVGS students.  The Foundation continues to

make this trip possible for qualifying students by paying the student fee,

the charter bus and driver expenses, and the paper review fees (about

$12,000 in total).  This is one of the primary “margin of excellence”

activities for the Foundation.

C. Internships

i. There are 70 juniors in internships placements this year.

ii. There are three new internship sponsors this year:

a. Bank of the James

b. CommScope, LLC

c. Lynchburg Circuit Court

D. Slot and Selection Update for 2018-19

i. Amherst County Public Schools increased their slots to 8 juniors and 8

seniors.

ii. Appomattox County Public Schools increased their slots to 4 juniors and 4

seniors.  In addition, there is one extra senior from Appomattox.

iii. Lynchburg City Schools will have one tuition paying senior and one extra

junior.

iv. Notification letters were sent on March 23.  Three Campbell County

students and one Amherst County student declined enrollment.  Students

from the wait list have been invited.

v. Total enrollment will be 69 juniors and 69 seniors.  A total of 184

applications were received for the 69 junior slots.

E. Faculty Update

i. Dr. Jones will retire at the end of 2017-18, and Mr. Jeff Steele has been

hired.  Mr. Steele is currently a physics and math teacher at Liberty High

School.  He is also a CVGS parent.  Mr. Steele will teach three sections of

math and one section of research.

ii. The CVGS Governing Board approved the appointment of

Dr. Scott Douglass to the position of Assistant Director effective

July 1, 2018.

iii. Dr. Douglass and Mrs. Michelle Douglass attended the National Science

Teachers Association conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  They presented a

poster on their work implementing global collaboration into their

curriculum.

F. Dr. Smith distributed the CVGS Academic Calendar for 2018-19, noting that this

will be the first year the faculty will return in July.
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9. Items from the Board

Mr. Precious commented on the success and organization of the media announcement

event for the Ann C Wells Memorial Scholarship.

As there were no further items from the Board, Ms. Ingram made a motion to adjourn

at 1:00pm; Mrs. Tibbs seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.

Next Foundation Board meeting: Wednesday, September 19, 2018 
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